
SUMMER READING 2020-2021 
Sophomore Honors English 

  

Sophomore Honors English centers around World Literature and Non-Fiction. Students build the ability to dig into 
the texts, and they read and respond with their own ideas in both discussion and writing. The following assignment 
will set the foundation for those skills. 
 
Purchase, Read, and Annotate ONE book of your choice from the following list:  
 
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (1847) 
All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque (1928) 
Lord of the Flies by William Golding (1954) 
The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho (1988) 
The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan (1989) 
 
Read and annotate the book which means you must write in the book. Specifically, you should annotate for ways 
the author characterizes (directly and indirectly) major and minor characters, what motivates those characters to 
behave the way they do, what roles they play within society, and how characters portray the attitudes of the time 
period. In addition, you may want to mark places in the text that: reflect the author’s symbolism, tone, irony, use of 
figurative language, “aha” moments, author’s word choice, things that remind you of other books that you have 
read, connections to current events, interesting ideas or questions, etc. Feel free to mark any places that you 
consider important or places where you have a question. When considering what you annotate, think about 
passages that stand out for the purpose of discussion, analysis, writing, etc. 
  
Your novel will be the central focus of the opening unit sophomore year. You will use the novel as evidence for an 
in class assessment that you will take your first week of school; additionally, you can expect to participate in class 
discussions related to your chosen novel as well. Be prepared, and show us your best self right from the start! 
Your fully annotated copy of the novel is due the first day of class.           (40 points) 
 
So, what should my annotations look like?  
 
We’re so glad you asked! Annotation is a tool for close reading. Annotation allows you to have a conversation 
with the text and track important passages so you can go back to them later for discussion, writing, and analysis. 
Jotting down notes along the way also acts as a memory tool. Your goal is to dig deep into the text you’re reading 
and make connections, discover patterns, and seek answers to important questions.  
 
BUT… 

 
Don’t read simply to annotate. Take the text in, understand the meanings, and enjoy the story. Take some pauses 
along the way to note places of interest and add details of analysis. Sometimes, we spend so much time taking 
notes, we can’t see the forest for the trees. In other words, we focus so much on the details, we lose sight of the big 
picture.  
 
 



 
Annotate with purpose in mind. These key questions might help you along the way:  

● What kind of knowledge changes our lives?  
● How does society shape an individual?  
● How does a person develop an individual identity through the cultural clutter?  
● How do natural disasters or political/historical events shape and/or reveal our character?  
● How does adversity help us to develop as human beings?  
● How can others’ experiences help us better understand our world?  

 
When it comes to the substance and amount of annotations, see the guidelines and rubric that follow. Your 
annotations should be balanced throughout the entire book and reflect your thoughts about the passages you choose 
to isolate. Give yourself enough time to read and annotate.  
 

Annotation Rubric: Why Annotate? Annotate any text that you must know well, 

in detail, and from which you might need to produce evidence that supports your 

knowledge or reading, such as a text you will be asked to discuss, write an essay 

about, or be tested on. Read to get a feel for the style/subject and pause 

periodically to go back and annotate. Annotation does NOT mean littering the margins with 

notes. Annotation should be purposeful. Consider the end goal for annotation: Deeper 

understanding? Supporting an argument? A specific topic/theme? Literary/rhetorical analysis?  

Exceptional: 40/40- Annotations reflect a consistent use of analytical terms 

● Comments go beyond the everyday or obvious 

● Demonstrates a clear understanding of the complexity of the text 

Excellent: 34/40 - Annotations reflect balanced use of analytical terms 

● Comments are clear, but may reflect the everyday or obvious 
● Demonstrates a clear understanding of the text 

Mastery: 30/40  – Annotations reflect uneven use of analytical terms 

● Comments may be inconsistent or miss key areas of discussion 

● Demonstrates some understanding of the text 

Not Yet: 26/40 - Annotations do not meet the expectations 

● Analytical terms may be missing or limited 

● Discussion simply summarizes or refers to terms 

● Failure to demonstrate an understanding of the text 

0-25 - Student did not complete enough annotations to evaluate understanding of skill 

 

Go to the next page for an annotation guide sheet.  



How To Annotate Bookmark 
Before Reading: 

● Read the title and any subtitles 
● Note the author (and 

background) 
● Examine illustrations 
● Note the genre (novel, short 

story, essay, diary, dialogue, 
article, etc.) 

During Reading: 
Mark in the text 

● Characters (who) 
● Setting (when, where) 
● What 
● Why 

Vocabulary: 
● Word choice 
● Words you don’t know and 

define them 
Write in the margins or use sticky 
notes: 

● Summary (but not too much) 
● Predictions 
● Ask Questions 
● Answer Questions 
● Analyze the writer’s 

craft/style 
● Reflect/react/comment 
● Make connections to 

○ Self 
○ Local community 
○ World community 
○ Current Events 
○ Other readings 

● Look for patterns/repetitions 
● Observe and note: 

○ Themes 
○ Literary Devices (this 

list will grow over 
time.)  

After Reading: 
● Reread annotations-draw 

conclusions 
● Examine 

patterns/repetitions-determine 
possible meanings 

● Review/re-determine meaning 
of the title 

 
NOTES: 

Annotation Instructions/Suggestions 
Annotation is a key component of close reading. Since we will annotate texts all 
year, you need to develop a system that works for you (within the following 
guidelines.) Effective annotating is both economical and consistent. The 
techniques are almost limitless. Use  a combination of the following: 

● Make brief comments in the margins. Use any white space 
available-inside cover-random blank pages 

● Make brief comments between or within lines of the text. Do not be 
afraid to mark within the text itself. In fact, you must.  

● Circle or put boxes, triangles, or clouds around words or phrases. 
● Use abbreviations or symbols-brackets, stars, exclamation points, 

question mark numbers, etc.  
● Connect words, phrases, ideas, circles, boxes, etc. with lines or arrows. 
● Underline - CAUTION: Use this method sparingly. Underline only a 

few words. Always combine underlining with another method such as 
comment. Never underline an entire passage. If you wish to mark an 
entire passage or paragraph, draw a line down the margin or use 
brackets. UNDERLINING BY ITSELF IS NOT ANNOTATION. 

● Highlight - See underline. You cannot write in highlighter anyway. 
HIGHLIGHTING BY ITSELF IS NOT ANNOTATION. 

● Use post it notes if you exhaust all available space or if you do not have 
your own book. Post-its are also very handy for marking key passages 
to reread, tracking patterns, and collecting evidence.  

● Create your own code for annotation. 
Close Reading: 
Keep in mind the reasons we annotate. Your annotations MUST include 
comments. Your annotations MUST reveal evidence of what you are thinking. 
Have a conversation with the text. Talk back to it.  

● Ask questions (essential for active reading.) 
● Comment on the actions or development of a character. Does the 

character change? Why? How? What is the result of that change? 
● Comment on something that intrigues, impresses, amuses, shocks, 

puzzles, disturbs, repulses; aggravates, etc. 
● Comment on lines/quotations you think are especially significant, 

powerful, or meaningful. 
● Express agreement or disagreement. 
● Summarize key events and make predictions. NOTE: Summary should 

be limited at this level. Analysis = good; Summary = not as good 
● Connect ideas to each other or to other texts. 
● Note if you experience an epiphany. 
● Note anything you would like to discuss or do not understand. 
● Note how the author uses language devices and their significance. 

○ Effects of word choice (diction) or sentence structure (syntax) 
○ Point of view/effect 
○ Reliability of narrator 
○ Repetition of words, phrases, actions, events, patterns, motifs or 

cluster ideas 
○ Narrative pace/time/order or sequence of events 
○ Irony, imagery, theme, tone, mood 
○ contrasts/contradictions/juxtapositions/shifts 
○ Allusions 
○ Settings/historical periods 
○ Symbols 
○ Other figures of speech or literary devices 



PLAGIARISM ALERT: THIS ASSIGNMENT REFLECTS YOUR PERSONAL IDEAS AND ANALYSIS. DO 
NOT USE SOURCES OTHER THAN THE NOVEL. DO NOT SHARE YOUR WORK WITH OTHER 
STUDENTS. The student handbook defines academic dishonesty as “any action intended to obtain credit for 
work that is not one’s own” and lists the consequences as “parent notification, a referral to the Dean’s office 
and a ‘zero’ for the assignment.” Although these are annotations, we should still see YOUR thinking in the 
notes.  You do NOT have permission to “work together” on any given text. While we encourage collaboration if 
you are looking to find a buddy to read a common book, your ideas as reflected in your notes should be yours 
alone.  
  
Email questions to Mrs. Dee at LDee@d230.org, Mr. Hari@d230.org, or Mrs.Weber at MWeber@d230.org 

  
         Have a great summer! Happy Reading! 


